XXVII.

PABE WELL LECTURES.

WE have followed Professor Mitchel through the
work of building the Cincinnati Observatory, in
watching, through fifteen years, the motions of the
stars, and in pleading the cause of science in the
lecture field. His work in the field where his orator-
ical powers came into play was, perhaps, the most
important of his life. Before closing this account of
his scientific career it may not be amiss to make
brief mention of the last great course of lectures he
ever delivered, in the Academy of Music, in New
York. An effort had been started to erect an obser-
vatory in Central Park, and in order to create a fund
and awaken an interest Professor Mitchel was called
from Cincinnati, which was then his home, to give
this course of lectures. He never delivered a course
that attracted so much attention. He had been for
many years speaking of the stars, and was at the
summit of his familiarity with the subject and of his
oratorical powers.

The effort was a brilliant success. From the open-
ing to the close the audiences were large and enthu-
siastic. The lectures proved the event of that winter.

When the audience had assembled to listen to
the last lecture the Academy was filled. A culti-
vated and appreciative audience occupied the parquet
and circles almost to the ceiling. On the stage thead offered
